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A statistical analysis of prognostic factors in 175 patients with hormonally treated disseminated prostatic cancer was done. The prognostic significance of performance status (PS), hemoglobin (Hb), alkaline phosphatase (Alk P), and testosterone was assessed with a univariate analysis. The authors did not find significant prognostic value in age, tumor size or grade, prostatic acid phosphatase, and prostate-specific antigen in these patients. In a multivariate logistic model (Cox regression), PS, Hb, and Alk P were found useful for dividing patients into prognostic groups. The prognosis for high-risk patients on standard hormonal treatment was very poor. The authors concluded that research on prognostic factors is useful and permits a division of patients into risk groups that makes choice of treatment more accurate. The use of new treatment combinations as a start treatment is appropriate for high-risk patients with disseminated prostatic cancer.